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About Us

AAAP- Agri Alumni Association of Pantnagar is a forward looking. alumni body for 

agri- graduates from Pantnagar established in the year 2008.

Objectives

• To assist and support any activity for the overall well-being of the farming  

community.

• To keep a roster of all alumni and their pertinent data.

• To provide a forum for the Alumni for exchange of ideas on academic, cultural and 

social issues of the day.

• To organize and coordinate reunion activities of the Alumni.

• To provide health care and financial support to needy members.

• To serve as a platform for placement assistance for its members.

Highlights- AAAP

• Organized 16 successive meets in Delhi with a great fanfare and zeal.

• Provided financial support to needy Pantnagarians requiring medical attention.

• Developed a forum for exchanging ideas and experiences amongst alumni, 

varsity and industry leaders.

• Provided scholarship to Meritorious Students for under graduates from the 

Agriculture College, Pantnagar.

• Associated with more than 50 corporates and few institutes of excellence 

through AAAP souvenir

Way Forward

• To help the world grow its food and to be a part and parcel of global challenges 

for sustainable agriculture.

• Broaden the base of Alumni by 2030 to around 3000 members.

• More industry and academic institute interface.

• To establish ourselves as a credible association in providing host of services for 

alumni.
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From the Desk of

President

President, Agriculture Alumni Association of Pantnagar (AAAP)

N.K. Arora

Dear Pantnagar Agriculture Alumni, 

It is with great excitement and pride that I announce the 17th Annual Get-Together of the 

Agriculture Alumni Association of Pantnagar (AAAP), scheduled for September 28th in New 

Delhi. This event is not just a reunion but a celebration of our shared journey and the remarkable 

bond we have as Pantnagarians. This year's gathering is particularly special as it marks the 17th 

year since the inception of the alumni meet in 2008. What started as an idea to unite our 

community has blossomed into a longstanding tradition that reflects our deep commitment to 

the shared vision of growth and camaraderie. Year after year, we’ve strengthened our ties and 

stayed connected, proving that the Pantnagar spirit remains vibrant.We are also thrilled to 

honor the Golden Jubilee batch of 1974 and the Silver Jubilee batch of 1999. These landmark 

anniversaries allow us to celebrate their achievements and reflect on the significant 

contributions they have made to the field of agriculture and beyond. Their legacy inspires future 

generations and reminds us of the pivotal role Pantnagar has played in shaping leaders.A 

cornerstone of our gathering is the AAAP Ratna Award, a tradition that began with the founding 

of AAAP and continues to honor the brightest students from the College of Agriculture. This 

award is a testament to our commitment to nurturing the talent that will shape the future of 

Pantnagar.We also take pride in Smarika, our yearly magazine that has consistently provided 

essential updates on our alumni. Through the sharing of experiences and insights, Smarika 

strengthens our bonds and ensures that the Pantnagar legacy endures.Our alumni are more 

than just former students—they are ambassadors of the university. Through our collective 

efforts, we contribute not only by sharing our knowledge and experience but also by supporting 

initiatives that create opportunities for current students. 

AAAP’s efforts over the past 16 years have provided a platform for us to give back to our alma 

mater and to nurture the next generation of agricultural leaders. Whether through financial 

support, mentorship, or opening doors to new career opportunities, we have continually upheld 

the values that Pantnagar instilled in us.As we come together for this year’s meet, I extend my 

deepest thanks to all who have contributed to AAAP’s mission and to G.B. Pant University for its 

unwavering dedication to excellence. Together, let us continue to build on the legacy of 

Pantnagar and work towards a thriving agricultural future for our nation.

Warm regards,
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From the Desk of

Vice President

Vice President, Agriculture Alumni Association of Pantnagar (AAAP)

Harendra Singh

Dear Pantnagar Alumni Family,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all as we come together to celebrate the 17th Agri 

Alumni Meet in Delhi, strengthening the bonds we share.

Since the inception of this platform in 2008 as AAAP, we have proudly upheld the tradition of 

organizing this annual alumni gathering. Over the past 16 years, AAAP has diligently worked to 

foster a global network between alumni, the University, and various agricultural industries 

across the country. This network has not only helped our alumni with employment 

opportunities but also provided financial support to those in need. As alumni, you continue to 

be a source of inspiration!The 28th of September is a special day for all of us, offering a wonderful 

opportunity to reconnect with old friends and, in many cases, reunite with them after several 

years. I understand how valuable your time is, and I deeply appreciate the effort you’ve made to 

join us for this occasion. Rest assured, AAAP is committed to making this event an unforgettable 

experience, and you will leave with cherished memories.

On behalf of AAAP, I wish you and your families good health and a bright future ahead!
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I am very much delighted to learn that the Agri Alumni Association (AAAP) of 
G.B. Pant University of Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagaris  organising its 

th17th Alumni meet on 28  September, 2024 at the India International Centre, 
New Delhi. This Event is a testimony of the strong bondage of the alumni with 
their alma matter.

      I deem it a great honour to have been invited to the event and also to convey 
my message on this occasion.

              Pantnagar University always takes pride in its alumni who have been playing 
significant roles in shaping the progress and development of our nation through their 
contributions while serving in top positions in many government as well as private 
organisations. It has been rightly said on many occasions that "Pantnagar University is known 
for its seeds and its students".

                Honouring your request, I am sharing here a brief sketch of my life with the hope that if 
it motivates the young generations, it was worth telling. As I have completed two years as the 
Vice- Chancellor of this first agriculture university of our country, I consider it a great honour in 
my life to have served this university in its progress. The journey of my life began in a small 
village named Jamal in the Yamkeshwar block of Pauri Garhwal district of Uttarakhand. 
Though life in Small villages in the hilly state (Uttarakhand) confronts with many challenges, 
they also teach us the lessons of life. I have utilised those moments in transforming my life. I 
had the opportunity to serve as the Director cum Vice- Chancellor of the ICAR-National Dairy 
Research institute, karnal and also as the Director of the ICAR-Central Institute for Research on 
Goats, Makhdoom, Mathura. Throughout my career, I have made it a point to put scientific 
spirit and temper always on top priority. Handling research projects, developing innovative 
technologies, publishing more than 155 original research papers, guiding students and 
working with colleagues have enriched my life in many ways. I have pleasure in informing you 
all that our research group at karnal produced the world's first cloned buffalo calf, 'Garima' and 
India's first Gir cloned calf named "GANGA".

          With six decades of significant contributions in the agriculture production, human 
resource development and farmers' welfare of our nation, G.B. Pant University of Agriculture 
and Technology, Pantnagar still stands tall among the SAUs. I feel that every Agri Alumnus 
takes pride of being a student of this great University. I hope that through such regular annual 
meets, you will be in touch with each other and also with your alma matter. This will also inspire 
the current generation of students pursuing their career in Agriculture at Pantnagar.

                 The common thread that binds us is the fact that we all love Pantnagar.

On behalf of the university, I extend my best wishes for the 17th Alumni meet, 2024 and look 
forward to working together for the growth and progress of Pantnagar.

Message
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Message

I am indeed happy to learn that the Agri Alumni Association
thof Pantnagar (AAAP) is organizing  17  Alumni Meet on September 28, 

2024 at India International Centre, New Delhi. This would be

an exciting moment to meet and recollect memories of student days. I 

have been participating in the AAAP Alumni Meet for the

last one decade and I appreciate the gesture of organizers for

their enthusiasm to see the alumni of different batches across

the country.  

Alumni are incredible resources and real assets to an institution and they are the ultimate 

strength of an institution building. Association between the alumni and their alma mater has 

no boundaries. I hope alongside fun during this Meet, the illustrious alumni of GBPUAT, 

Pantnagar 'the Harbinger of Green Revolution' engaged in different sectors will think about 

strengthening its alma mater. Thought and time of alumni value a lot to the alma mater.

thI  wish  a  very  pleasant  and  memorable  17   Alumni  Meet  of  AAAP  with  a  grand  success.

Warm regards,

Dr. J.P. Jaiswal

G.B. Pant University of Agriculture and Technology
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I VOLUNTEER TO DIE....
(A Soldier’s Message to all Indians)

Col Pankaj Sharma (Veteran)

College of Agriculture

Whenever you are on a long romantic drive

And see the Tricolour proudly flying high

See that somewhere far away a soldier stands

Weary in deserts or in some distant foreign lands

    Protecting the tricolour from any of the foe

    Standing tall, proud whether it’s heavy rain or snow

    He keeps wondering what he might have done

    If he had not chosen to carry a gun

Even when he is overworked without a shade

Soldier is a patriot who is born and not made

Sometimes you might think he has a bad attitude

But maybe that is because of long periods of solitude

    He faces bullets and embraces death many a time

    So that his countrymen and women can peacefully dine

    You may think for him this is just another task

    He did not do it as a job but for his love for Tricolour was unsurpassed

He may lose a leg stepping on a landmine

To see those kids smiling across the borderline

For your freedom he always fights to keep

So that tranquil and in peace you can sleep

    You may often condemn for him being wrong

    But still for you he will always stand strong

    While you have right to denounce him and complain

    He will keep fighting for you in the pouring rain

Soldier is not a label for anyone to purchase or borrow to woo

It is the greatest honour to him, like soul for the body hidden inside you

A soldier is very tough indeed

To stand tall whenever there is a need

    He also feels sadness, pain or sorrow

    Not always looking forward for trials of tomorrow

    The cost of a soldier may be very high

    Your support and love for them you should never deny

With sadness hidden deep he holds his buddy’s hand

As they breathe their last on some mortal sand

He is not high headed what you may think

Will give his life for you with not even a blink

    You may ask again

    Besides a soldier there are others who take the pain?

    Then what is the difference, why he thinks so high?

    He will smile and humbly say....

Neither I hold the sky nor do I think so high

For you “I volunteer to die....”
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Lesson from Dr. Nene

Head of Research (Retired), BASF Plant Science,

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, USA

Bijay K. Singh

It was the summer of 1973, the first trimester of our second year at Pantnagar. I had enrolled in 

the Plant Pathology course being taught by Dr. Y.L. Nene. It was a big class in 126B with students 

from both the 1972 and 1973 Batch. All of us had heard that Dr. Nene was a very good but tough 

Professor. Getting good grades was going to be hard. I did well in the first quiz but then came 

the first hourly exam. I looked at the exam paper. Unlike every other test I had taken during my 

time at Pantnagar, the whole first page was the description of a crop condition with just one 

simple question at the end.  There was a tiny space at the bottom for the answer. I was stunned. I 

read the description once. Read it twice. Read it three times. Thought for a while and then I 

finally answered. A few days later, I got the paper back. I had answered incorrectly. All this time, I 

was used to mostly True/False or fill-in-the-blank types of questions. This was the first time I had 

to answer a question where my own thinking and analysis was required. This was an eye 

opening experience and a lesson for me.

Fast forward 45 years. I was having dinner with a professor from a prestigious university in the 

US. He had many engineering students in his class. We started talking about the education 

system in India and he told me that he was very happy to have very bright students from India in 

his class but he was not able to understand the education system in India. He said that when he 

posed a straightforward math problem, the Indian students were the first to answer. However, 

when he asked a hypothetical mathematical problem where they needed to think on their own, 

they were the last ones to come up with an answer. This reflects the reality of a job situation 

where one needs to solve complicated questions that are not straightforward. This discussion 

with the professor reminded me of the hourly exam in Dr. Nene's course. The whole scene of 

performing poorly on that exam flashed in front of my eyes. After getting over the memories of 

that distressing episode, I felt very thankful to Dr. Nene for helping me prepare for the real world.
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Dr Saurabh Tripathi,

Ph.D. (Plant Pathology)

Dr Priyanka Mishra,

Ph.D. (Genetics & PB)
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AAAP RATNA
Agri Alumni Association of Pantnagar (AAAP) is founded to bring together the Agri 

Alumni of the University and provide a platform to strengthen the bond between  

the Alumni and the Alma mater. ‘AAAP RATNA 2023’ scholarship programme is an   

initiative from AAAP to identify and groom a deserving student to develop into an 

excellent agro professional. 

The criteria for selection encompass academic proficiency and extra-curricular 

excellence of the students to be measured through a systematic process of written  

application, group discussion and personal interviews. The Selected candidate  

receives an annual scholarship @ 1st Prize - 25,000 & 2nd & 3rd Prize 15,000Rs. Rs.  

applicable only for one year and she/he has to maintain a specific GPA and good   

conduct during the tenure of scholarship.

AAAPis happy to announce the recipients of ‘AAAPRatna’ as Neha Rawat, Megha 

Parihar, Nikita Kanwar,

We welcome them as student ambassadors of AAAP. 

I am Neha Rawat , a second year Agriculture (hons) undergraduate. I secured rank 1 

in AAAP RATNA . Participating in the scholarship program was a defining moment 

in my academic journey. As a part of selection process I had to go through written 

examination followed by GD and personal interview, both of which not only tested 

my knowledge but also my communication and interpersonal skills.

I was thrilled to learn that I had made it through the final round of selection. 

Regardless of the outcome ,the experience taught me the importance of 

preparation, adaptability and team work and has also reinforced my commitment 

to pursue academic excellence and contributing to my community, while always 

remembering that – PANTNAGARIANS are there to lead, and not to be led..

Neha Rawat 
ID-59970

MESSAGES
AMBASSADORS...

FROM THE 
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This side Nikita Kanwar (61103)B. Sc.(Hons) Agriculture 2nd year student.

I participated in AAA-PRATNA scholarship programme and I secured 3rd position.

I feel very honoured to participate in the AAAPRATNA (Agri Alumni Association of  

Pantnagar) This is the  best ever experience  which gives me inspiration and taught 

me about various aspects of Agriculture that I will imply in my future. I would like to 

get more chance I am very thankful to Honourable Alumni Dr. Neeraj Tiwari Sir and 

Dr. Sanjay Naithani Sir to give me this opportunity .

Pantnagarian are there to lead and not to be led.

I am Megha Parihar , Bsc(hons) agriculture second year student. I secured 2nd rank 

in AAAP-RATNA examination. I am deeply honored and grateful to have been 

awarded this scholarship by our esteemed alumni. The whole process of selection 

from written exam to interview was very exciting and full of learnings.

This scholarship is not just a financial support but also a source of immense 

encouragement for me. It reflects the trust and confidence our alumni have in my 

potential and capabilities. This recognition inspires me to strive harder and achieve 

greater heights in my academic and personal endeavors. Really grateful for this 

incredible opportunity and for empowering me to dream bigger.

Megha Parihar 
ID-59991
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I am Anishikha Bora, from Ramnagar, Uttarakhand. I have secured position the for 

excellence award. Going through the AAAPRATNA process has truly showed me the 

strength of senior-junior bond in Pantnagar. It was one of the most enthralling and 

intellectually stimulating experience of my college experience so far. This exam has 

truly tested all aspects of my personality, be it academic knowledge or the drive to 

do good. From the written, till the interview, our seniors guided us with patience. 

Interacting with the alumni and sharing our thoughts with them in the GD round 

was truly a privilege. All of the participants were both excited and nervous to express 

their opinions in front of such luminous personalities. The interview round was a 

great learning experience that will surely be a guiding point for my future endeavors. 

Securing the scholarship has given me confidence as well as a responsibility to work 

hard for a better future, not just for myself, but for the people around me too. I hope 

to live up to the great Pantnagar legacy & make the world a better place for everyone.

Anishikha Bora 
ID-60063

Strong leaders are necessary for an organization’s success. Successful leaders 

have the skills to help create a positive work environment, improve 

organizational performance, and guide teams to achieve their goals. The 

purpose of the “Bijay K. Singh Leadership Award” is to encourage students to 

excel not only in their studies but also develop skills that will help them 

become future leaders in their respective careers.

Purpose:

Bijay K. Singh was a globally-renowned researcher in the field of plant biochemistry and 

bio-technology. He received a B.Sc. and M.Sc. from the College of Agriculture, Pantnagar 

(5.00/5.00 OGPA in both degrees) and a Ph.D. from the University of Adelaide, Australia. He 

has additional research experience from the University of California, Davis, and Princeton 

University. He spent over 30 years at American Cyanamid Company/BASF beginning as a 

bench scientist, moving to department head, and finally retiring as the administrative 

leader of the entire research team in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina. Dr. Singh is 

the author/editor of over 100 patents, journal articles, reviews, book chapters, and books. 

He has organized many international symposia in the field of plant biochemistry and 

biotechnology. He was involved in the discovery, development, and marketing of over 15 

different products that continue to be sold globally. The combined total sales of these 

products exceed over 10 billion dollars. For his contributions, Dr. Singh has received 

multiple awards (including the Vice-Chancellor’s Gold Medal at Pantnagar) and 

recognitions from highly regarded industry organizations. 

Sponsor: Bijay K. Singh
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